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But the Arab was not the dour, inarticulate, poorly
being which so many would have us believe. His
outlook was not confined to the desert and the
oasis, and life meant more to him than pasturage for
his camels, sheep and goats. There is in the world
to-day a great Arabic-speaking bloc which extends
from Egypt, Palestine, Syria, trans-Jordania, Hedjaz
and Iraq, and this is something which was evolved
by the World War.
The War achieved much, as it was responsible for
much, but this was the outcome of no peace treaty.
The intense Nationalist spirit now permeating these
peoples was not a spark of the War to be fanned
into wild conflagration by Feisal and his comperes.
It was there, lying dormant and awaiting expression
In some of these countries, but decidedly active and
vocal in others. There is to-day a very close affinity
between Egypt and the rest of the Arab-speaking
bloc. Post-war events have tended to emphasize this
liaison.
But it followed that there were tremendous re-
percussions in the pre-war era to the struggle of
the Egyptian fellaheen, in the first instance against the
crippling dominance of the Porte, latterly against the
high-handedness of the Porte's Viceroy, the Khedive,
and more recently against the yoke implied by
Western militarism, the presence of which was excused
by a desire to protect the foreign millions sunk in
the development of the country.
These repercussions had resulted in a strong Arab
Nationalist movement; in the formation of secret
societies, and a ripe appreciation of world events,
If the army of the Turkish Sultan was riddled bv